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PREFACE

This Guide is published as part of the Nevada Women’s Archives Project. Established in 1992 at the Special
Collections Department of the Library at the University of Nevada, Reno, the Project is a statewide effort to
collect, preserve, catalog, and provide accessibility to the papers and records of Nevada women and women’s
organizations.

The Special Collections Department develops and maintains subject collections pertaining to the history of the
region: Nevada and the Great Basin, Great Basin Indians, and Women in the West. These collections include
books and other print materials, manuscript collections, historical photographs, and maps. Although the
manuscript collections are particularly strong in certain subject areas, prior to implementing the Nevada
Woman’s Archives Project, there were fewer women’s collections. The goals of the Project, designed to improve
that situation, are:

1. To survey the state of Nevada and acquire for the department, women’s manuscripts and papers now in
private ownership.

2. To arrange and describe women’s collections in the department.

3. To prepare catalog entries for those women’s collections for the University’s online catalog and for
OCLGC, a national online library database.

4. To compile information for an annotated guide to women’s manuscript and archival collections in the
department which will be published after the close of the project.

5. To compile information for a guide to women’s collections in libraries, museums, archives, historical
societies, and other repositories in Nevada which will be published and widely distributed.

6. To educate individuals and organizations throughout the state about the importance of women in
Nevada’s history and of preserving and making available, papers and records which document that
history.

The project has enjoyed enormous success and has seen the emergence of a similar project in the Special Collec-
tions Department of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. This Guide is the fulfillment of goal five above.

CONTENT

The Guide contains information on women’s archival and manuscript materials found in Nevada libraries,
archives, museums, and other public institutions. The survey which located these materials also investigated
repositories in bordering communities in California, Utah, and Arizona. The sizes of the collections in these
repositories vary, along with the facilities offered for research-many do not have reading rooms or copying
facilities. Not all of the collections are fully cataloged, but all are available for use by researchers.

The listing of a person, organization or subject heading indicates that some type of archival material is avail-
able at the given repository; it can be as little as a few items or as much as many cubic feet. Locating material at
an institution was dependent on several factors: the availability of survey staff to personally visit the site, the
presence of pre-existing indexes and catalogs at each repository, and the availability of repository staff to assist
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the project surveyor. Researchers should also be aware that repositories may have other holdings of both
primary and secondary source materials which are not identified in this Guide.

Considerable effort has been made to assure the accuracy and completeness of each repository entry. Since the
information is subject to change at any time, readers are encouraged to contact all repositories before making
visits to ensure the availability of materials and to determine the accuracy of addresses and hours.

Please note that in December 1998, the area code for all of Nevada with the exception of most parts of Clark
County/Las Vegas will change to 775.

NOTE ABOUT “ACCESS POINTS” FOR ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Repositories use a variety of means to point researchers to manuscript and archival collections.

Larger repositories such as Washoe County Library, Nevada State Library and Archives, UNR and UNLYV,
catalog their primary sources into online catalogs such as UNR’s WolfPAC. They may also provide electronic
links from individual catalog records to specific collection guides. In addition, more detailed information
about larger collections is available in finding aids, often referred to as “collection guides.”

Smaller institutions without online catalogs, e.g. Nevada Historical Society, catalog archival materials into
their card catalog and provide collection guides for larger collections.

Repositories with fewer human resources may or may not have card catalogs or enter information about
archival collections into those catalogs. They may have special indexes created by staff or volunteers, or they
may simply integrate primary source materials into the equivalent of vertical files. It is not unusual for staff to
rely on “institutional memory” to locate materials.

In all cases, it is always wise to ask for assistance from the staff on duty. If the institution employs open book
stack areas, browse through the shelves and cabinets open to the public. Examine drawers of card catalogs for
special indexes or look for binders available in public areas which might contain information.

DATA COLLECTION METHODS

Between March, 1993 and November, 1996, approximately one hundred and ninety-five entities within Nevada
and border communities in California, Utah, and Arizona were surveyed These publicly accessible institutions
included the following:

Libraries and archives - public, academic, special

Historical museums and societies

Military bases

State and national parks and recreation areas

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints Family History Centers

Miscellaneous other institutions
The survey was conducted by mail and by on-site and telephone interviews. The purpose was to inform
institutions about the Nevada Women’s Archives Project and ascertain the extent to which they:
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Had unpublished materials (archives, manuscripts, personal papers, records, documents, photographs,
newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, oral history tapes and/or transcripts, documentary videos, etc);
Provided public access to these materials; and,

Were willing to be included in the published Guide.

In most instances, a draft entry summarizing the information gathered was prepared and sent to the repository
contact for review and comment. As the final deadline approached, telephone and fax were used to communi-
cate the draft content.

ARRANGEMENT

This Guide is arranged by state, county, and repository names in alphabetical order. Each entry contains basic
information about location, access, and the nature of the archival materials available.

There are two indexes: an alphabetical index of repositories and an alphabetical index of personal
names, organizations, and subject headings found within the entries.

A list of abbreviations used in the Guide, list of locations of Nevada newspaper indexes, glossary of archival
terms, and list of repositories surveyed but not included are provided in the Appendix.

Copies of initial questionnaire and explanatory letter to repositories are provided in the appendix.

SOURCES NOT COVERED

The following sources were not included in this Guide:

Newspapers. :

Newspapers are valuable resources for researchers but for the purpose of this Guide were not considered as
primary resources. For information on the history of Nevada newspapers and their locations consult The
Newspapers of Nevada: A History & Bibliography, 1854-1979 by Richard E. Lingenfelter and Karen Rix Gash
(Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1984). Most Nevada newspapers are available on microfilm at the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Reno; University of Nevada, Las Vegas; the Nevada State Library; and the Nevada Historical
Society, as well as in hard copy at many local libraries and historical societies/museums. A number of libraries
have indexed their local newspaper holdings and they are noted in the appropriate entries in this Guide. The
appendix provides a comprehensive list of indexed newspaper titles, dates, and location of indexes.

County records.

Public records are rich sources of information about women and women'’s legal status in Nevada. They include,
but are not limited to birth, marriage, and death records; deed, mortgage, and homestead filings; civil and
criminal court records; assessment rolls; and probate and guardianship records. Microfilm copies of early
county records of Douglas, Lyon, Ormsby, Storey, and Washoe Counties; and Utah and Nevada Territories are
available at the Nevada State Library and Archives, the Special Collections Department of the University of
Nevada, Reno Library, and the Nevada Historical Society, Reno. Otherwise, county records are held by the
originating agencies of individual counties, i.e., the County Clerk, County Recorder, County Assessor, etc.
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Federal records.

Records created by the United States government are also excellent sources for the study of the history of
women in Nevada. The National Archives and Records Administration collects, preserves, maintains, and
makes available federal records considered to have historical and research value. Two branches in California
contain federal records created in Nevada. For records of northern California, Nevada (except for Clark
County), Hawaii, and the Pacific Ocean area, contact

National Archives - Pacific Sierra Region
1000 Commodore Dr.

San Bruno, CA 94066-2350
415/876-9009
archives@sanbruno.nara.gov
http://www.nara.gov/

For records of southern California; Clark County, Nevada; and Arizona contact

National Archives - Pacific Southwest Region
24000 Avila Rd.

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607

714/360-2641

archives@laguna.nara.gov
http://www.nara.gov/

NON-NEVADA REPOSITORIES

Extensive records about Nevada subjects, including women, exist in repositories outside the state. In particu-
lar, the Bancroft Library of the University of California, Berkeley; the California State Library, Sacramento;
and the Huntington Library, San Marino, California, have rich holdings pertaining to Nevada history. Other
California institutions have collections of Nevada material, as do notable national research institutions such as
Yale, the Library of Congress, and the Newberry Library.

STAFF

The field work for the Nevada Women’s Archives Project was conducted by Jean Ford, Project Surveyor, who
also compiled this Guide. Susan Searcy, Manuscript Curator of Special Collections and Project Director of the
Nevada Women’s Archives Project; and Robert E. Blesse, Head of Special Collections, provided final review and
preparation of the text for publication.
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