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Lucy Anna Winston Bouldin

At a Glance:

Born: June 13, 1937, Sabot, Goochland County, Virginia
Died: Feb. 9, 2021, Virginia City, Nevada

Maiden Name: Winston

Race/Nationality: African-American

Married: Melvin Parham, 1959; Stirling R. Bouldin Jr., 1977
Children: Tonya Parkham

Primary City and County of Residence/Work:

Virginia City, Storey County, Nev.

Major Fields of Work: Teacher, librarian, musician

Other role identities: Singer, mother

Photo from Lucy Bouldin used
by Women of Diversity, 2014.

Northern Nevada librarian, musician met early racial discrimination

A teacher, singer, organist, librarian and mother, Lucy Bouldin was a well-known
presence in northern Nevada and her native Virginia where, earlier in her life, African-
Americans were still quite marginalized.

Born Lucy Anna Winston in the town of Sabot, Goochland County, Virginia, to Oliver A.
and Bessie J. Winston, she came into this world with the help of her grandmother, a
midwife who later delivered more than 2,200 babies. She went to segregated schools
called “colored schools” in Virginia. One was a two-room elementary school with two
teachers for eight grades. She credited those two teachers for inspiring her to do the
best she could at everything. “Each generation has to move forward and do better,” she
said in a 2014 interview.
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She finished high school as valedictorian at age 15 and college at 20 with a degree from
Virginia State College in vocal music education. She at first taught at her old high
school and then at a school that later fired her and all 72 African-American staffers
when the school decided it did not want to abide by desegregation and became an all-
white private school instead.

Lucy moved to Berryville, Va., and it was there that she fell in love with Melvin Parham,
who married her and moved her to Washington, D.C. She had her daughter Tonya
there in 1960 and worked for the National Symphony Orchestra for two years before
returning to teaching, this time in Prince George’s County, Maryland. There she made
$300 less per paycheck than the white teachers she worked with. She was an
“‘integration hire” and taught music and physical education at two elementary schools.

She liked to remember two stories from those days: One involved a parent seeing her in
the playground one day and exclaiming “Oh, my god, that's a (N-word). What is she
doing there?” Bouldin said that fortunately she was in a good mood that day, so she
said, “Where? Where?” The parent didn’t know what to say to that, and it was never
brought up again.

Another involved a child telling her she’d seen Bouldin’s car at the grocery store but was
surprised because a “colored man” was driving it. When Bouldin told her it was her
husband, the child said, “No, it was a colored man.” Bouldin later recalled, “At that point
| realized that once she had gotten to know who | was, then | was no longer colored. |
was like her. | was finally able to convince her that no, it had not been stolen, but was
being driven by my husband.”

She retired from Prince George County in 1987 on Juneteenth, the day that honors the
emancipation of Black Americans and was just made a federal holiday in 2021. She
was by then married to Stirling Bouldin, who wanted to move to a place where they’d
pay less taxes than they did in Maryland and would be able to gamble more, an activity
they both enjoyed. They had traveled to Nevada several times, including to Reno
where they had married in 1977. After ruling out Elko (“They didn’t have an airport and
we love to travel”’) and Las Vegas (“It was basically one season”), they bought property
and built a house in Virginia City Highlands. The Storey County School District was
short of substitute teachers, so she was asked to teach there in February 1978. One
day the superintendent asked if she could “temporarily” supervise the new Storey
County library, which was being located in a new high school. That temporary job
ended up running from 1989 to 2012.

Lucy’s husband Stirling died in September 1989. He had been a cab driver for 40 years
and a volunteer firefighter in the Virginia City Highlands.
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In a lengthy interview for
“Women of Diversity:
Nevada Women'’s
Legacy,” part of a project
celebrating Nevada's
sesquicentennial, Bouldin
said her most famous
student over the years
was probably a shy young
man in Virginia named
Sugar Ray Leonard, the
now-famous boxer and
motivational speaker.
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Lucy Bouldin at the Fourth Ward School in Virginia City, Nev. for . oom :
. . had met: "l enjoyed

her 2014 interview. havi fight t
Photo courtesy of Mona Reno. aylng '9 S,’ a my
hairdresser, with a certain
person, because we had
the same hairdresser. My hairdresser’'s name was Maymie Durham. And the person |

could fight with on occasion was Maya Angelou."

From a biography of Lucy: "Two believe it or nots - but true. I've danced with Bishop
Desmond Tutu and met Mother Teresa!"

She also called herself not an optimist nor a pessimist, but a “factualist, not looking at
everything as good or bad, but as what it is now.”

In addition to her teaching and library work,
Bouldin often sang and played organ for the
community or at churches. She performed at
such diverse events as a reception for the
Nevada State Library and Archives in Carson
City, “The Vietham Wall Experience” in Reno,
the Reno/Sparks NAACP Freedom Fund
Banquet, and the Nevada Day Parade on a
Women’s Suffrage float. Since she
considered the Episcopal Church central to
her life, she played organ for 11 years at St.
Paul's Episcopal in Virginia City and at Trinity
Episcopal in Reno. She sang in the Carson
City Chamber Singers for many years as well.

i

Lucy Bouldin singing with the Carson
Chamber Singers in 2013.

Photo from the Carson City Symphony
website.
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Lucy Bouldin died at the age of 83 on February 9, 2021, at her home. She was buried
next to her husband in Virginia City. Her daughter, Tonya Parkham, is a retired U.S. Air
Force Captain.
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