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Barbara Bernhard Smithwick

At a Glance:

Born: August 1, 1923, Sacramento, California

Died: December 31, 1989, Sausalito, California
Maiden Name: Barbara Edna Bernhard

Married: William Hubert Smithwick, 1943 - before 1958
Children: Michael and Daniel

Primary City/County of residence/work:
Reno, Washoe County, and some California cities

Major fields of work: Acting, singing, broadcasting

Barbara Smithwick
Reno Gazette-Journal,
1990

Other role identities: Dental nurse, mother, grandmother

Talented Reno actor excelled in theater, TV commercials

Local and national broadcast persona Barbara Smithwick had her first taste of stardom
at Reno High School. When her parents brought her here from Northern California in her
early teens, she attended St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic grade school through 8™ grade,
and went on to Reno High School, where she became known for her acting skills.

Barbara Edna Bernhard was born on August 1, 1923, to Fred and Hazel Johnson Bernard,
in Sacramento, California. She had two sisters, Phyllis Bernhard Thistle and Myrna
Bernhard Shafer.

In 1940, she starred in the school’s productions of “Stage Door” and “Phipps,” and even
took a shortened touring version of those productions to the local Mizpah Rebecca Lodge.

Journalism was also among her high school interests, as she was listed as attending a
high school journalists’ convention at the University of Nevada, Reno. She excelled
academically as well, finishing her course work six months before her classmates.

In 1942, she went to San Francisco to study dental nursing and subsequently got a job
with a Bay Area dentist. In her spare time, she sang with an orchestra at the Hotel Del
Monte. She soon came back to Reno, however, and worked as a nurse there, too.

She met a UNR student and football player named Hugh Smithwick, who joined the U.S
Army upon graduation. He was stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia, so she traveled there
to marry him in November of 1943. They had their first child Michael there, before her
husband was shipped off to be in the occupying forces in Japan in 1945.
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Five years later, she was back in Reno and found her
way to the Reno Little Theater, where she became well
- known for her acting and singing skills. She was in
such productions as “Light Up the Sky,” and “Bachelor
Haven,” where she got consistently good reviews.
When a Hollywood movie called “Reunion in Reno,”
about a child wanting to divorce her parents, was
filming locally in 1951, she got a small part in it, tossing
| a wedding ring into the Truckee River.

Barbara and Hugh divorced prior to 1958, and by 1960,
she’d moved to Los Angeles with her two sons, Michael
and Daniel, and was working as an announcer in
| nationally broadcast television and radio shows and
commercials. Her mother Hazel had moved back to
L.A. and died there in 1968.

After almost 20 years of broadcast work in Los Angeles,
she returned to Reno in 1978 and decided to open and
manage a furrier, known as Pell Tempio, in the MGM
Grand Hotel. She was amazed at the amount of money
people were willing to spend on luxury items like furs,
even in tough economic times, and gave several

Nev:dzrbs?;?eizmzzm 042 examples in a March 1981 article in the Reno Evening

Gazette.

In 1981, she became a grandmother when her son Daniel had a son named Sean
Michael.

In 1983, she attended a reunion of many of Reno’s broadcast pioneers, including Bob
Carroll, Betty Stoddard, and Don Thompson. She was recognized at the event for being
one of the first in the city to produce live commercials.

She enjoyed cooking, too, and submitted a recipe to the Gazette’'s annual Holiday
Cookbook for “Breast of Chicken Tarragon,” which was a finalist in the newspaper’s
cooking contest.

She later made her way back to California, where she suffered a stroke in 1988. She
died from complications of it on December 31, 1989, in Sausalito. Rollan Melton, Reno
Gazette-Journal columnist, marked her passing by noting her talents in many productions
at the Reno Little Theater and in local and national television and radio broadcasts and
commercials.

Researched by Patti Bernard, written by Kitty Falcone, 2025
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