Bfer in reply to the follacings -
o Flnance . Mﬂtmﬂm of the gﬂiﬁxﬁr,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

_________________________________ WASHINGTON, dJenuary 11, 1802,

The Superintendent, ;
Round Valley, Celifornla,
B8ir : -

This Office desires to call your attention to a few cus-
toms among the Indlans, which, it is bellsved, should be modified
or dlscontinued.

The wearing of long halir by the male population of your agency
iz not in keeping with the advancement they are making, or will
.8oon be eﬁpastad to make, in olvilization., The wearing of' short
hair by the males will be a great step 1n.advunua and will certalr
ly hasten their progress towards civilization. The rcturned male
student far too freguently goes back to the réaarvatiun and falle
into the old custom of lsetting hls halr grow long. He aslso paints
profusely and adopts all the old hebits and customs which hils edu-
cation in our industriel schools has trled to eradicate., The fanlt

does not 1lle so much with the schools as wlth the conditions found

on the ragervation. These conditions are often due to the policy
of' the Government toward the Indimn and are of ten perpatuated by
the Superintendent's not caring to take the inltiative in fasten-

ing any now polley on his administration of the affairs of the
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Dﬁ many of the reservations the Indians of both sexes paint,
¢laiming that it keeps the skin warm in winter end cool in summer;
but instead, this paint melts when tha Indian persplires and runs
down inte his eyes, Theo use of thiz paint leads Lo many diseases
of the eyes among those Indiana who paint. FPersons who have giwven
consid&rahia ihuught and invostigation to the subject are gatig=-
Tied that this custom causes the majority of ths cases of hlindﬁasa
pmong the Indians of the United States.

You are thafufar& directed tﬁ jnduce your male Indians to cut
their halr, and both sexes to stop painting, With some of tha In-
dians this will be an easy matter, with othere, it will requtre
considerable tact and perseverance on tha part of yourself and
your employes to successfully carry out these instructions. With
your Indian employes and those Indians who draw rations and sup-
plies it should be an easy matter, as & non-ccmpllance with this
order may be made a reason for discharge or for withholding rations
and suprlies, Hany may be induced to comply with the order vﬁlunu
tarily, espeﬁially the returned students, The returned students
who do nu% gomply voluntarily should be dealt with summarily. Em-
ployment, supplies, etc., should be withdrawn until they do comply
and if they become obstraperous about the matter a short confine-
ment in the guard-houss at hard labor, with shorn hair, should fur-
nish a cura, Certainly all the younger men should wear short hair

and it 1s believed that by tact, perseverance, firmness, and with-
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dpawal of suppliesz the Agent can induce a2ll to comply with this
. order. ]

Tﬂa wearing of citizens olothing, instead of the Indian costime
and blanket, should be encouraged., Indian dénces and so-called

Indian feasts should be prﬁhihitﬁﬂ. In many cases these dances

uﬁd fepste are simply subtarfuges to cover degrading acts and to
digguige immoral purposes. You nfa directed to use your hbest af-
fortas in the suppression of -these evils.

Oon or before June 30, 1902, wyou will report to this O0ffice the
PTOgress you have made in carrying out the above orders and in-

structions.

Yery respectfully,
7
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